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Church for the rest of us seeks to ___________________ 

 
 

the  ___________________ keeping people from
 Jesus.

“N
ow

 then, w
hy do you try to test G

od by putting on the necks of the 
disciples a yoke that neither w

e nor our fathers have been able to bear? 
N

o! W
e believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that w

e are saved, 
just as they are.”

Acts 15:10-11 (N
IV)

“It is m
y judgm

ent, therefore, that w
e should not m

ake it di"
cult for the 

G
entiles w

ho are turning to G
od.”

Acts 15:19 (N
IV) 

The m
en w

ere sent o$ and w
ent dow

n to Antioch, w
here they gathered 

the church together and delivered the letter. The people read it and w
ere 

glad for its encouraging m
essage.

Acts 15:30-31 (N
IV)

In a church for the rest of us, every Christian 

 
 

is a  _______________________.

Andrew
 w

ent to !nd his brother, Sim
on, and told him

, “W
e have found 

the M
essiah.” Then Andrew

 brought Sim
on to m

eet Jesus....
John 1:41-42 (N

LT) 

______________________________________________
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______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
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EastLake Church’s Purpose:  To help 

 
 

people ____________and ____________Jesus. 

Som
e m

en cam
e dow

n from
 Judea to Antioch and w

ere 
teaching the brothers: “Unless you are circum

cised, 
according to the custom

 taught by M
oses, you cannot 

be saved.” This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp 
dispute and debate w

ith them
. So Paul and Barnabas 

w
ere appointed, along w

ith som
e other believers, to go 

up to Jerusalem
 to see the apostles and elders about 

this question. The church sent them
 on their w

ay, and as 
they traveled through Phoenicia and Sam

aria, they told 
how

 the G
entiles had been converted. This new

s m
ade 

all the brothers very glad. W
hen they cam

e to Jerusalem
, 

they w
ere w

elcom
ed by the church and the apostles and 

elders, to w
hom

 they reported everything G
od had done 

through them
.

Then som
e of the believers w

ho belonged to the party 
of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The G

entiles m
ust 

be circum
cised and required to obey the law

 of M
oses.”

The apostles and elders m
et to consider this question. 

After m
uch discussion, Peter got up and addressed 

them
: “Brothers, you know

 that som
e tim

e ago G
od 

m
ade a choice am

ong you that the G
entiles m

ight hear 
from

 m
y lips the m

essage of the gospel and believe. 
G

od, w
ho know

s the heart, show
ed that he accepted 

them
 by giving the H

oly Spirit to them
, just as he did to 

us. H
e m

ade no distinction betw
een us and them

, for he 
puri!ed their hearts by faith.” 

Acts 15:1-9 (N
IV)

(N
LT) N

ew
 Living Translation                         

(N
IV) N

ew
 International Version  
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Ice Breaker:   
The NFL playoffs are in full swing.  Are you a fan?  If not, what do you do for fun and relaxation? 
 
Opening Prayer:  
Father God, thank you for sending Jesus, who opened the door to a relationship with you for “the rest of us.” 
 
For Discussion: 
Read Acts 15:1-21 
This passage describes how the early church was struggling to wrap their minds around the idea that God was 
calling not only the Jews, but also Gentiles (referring to all non-Jews) into a relationship with himself.  This was 
a radical, transformational shift in thinking.  Because of what Jesus did for us, our relationship with God is no 
longer based on our outward behavior, but on our inward belief.  The people of God were now being called to 
throw the doors open to welcome anyone and everyone to come explore the claims of Christ. 
 

• Describe your earliest memory of wrestling with the claims of Christ.   
• Did you have access to a church that helped you process your doubts and questions? 
• Do you currently have access to people who can help you process your doubts and questions? 

 
The problem is that after a while, churches often shift toward having a closed door or “bunker” mentality.  They 
want to distance themselves from our culture in order to protect themselves from being hurt or influenced by it.  
Read John 17:15-18 
This passage is a clear reminder that Jesus has sent us into the world, but it also reminds us that Godʼs Word 
keeps us sanctified or set apart for Godʼs purposes. 
 

• On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being lowest, how are you doing at spending time reading Godʼs Word? 
• Does anything in your schedule need to change in order for you to make time for Godʼs Word? 

 
This weekend, Pastor Mike pointed out three levels of connecting to a local church: 

1. I come to church because I get something out of it. 
2. Iʼm willing to participate when it is convenient. 
3. Iʼm committed to the mission of Christ and will participate in it. 

 
At what level are you currently participating?   
Are you ready to fully participate?   
What next right step does that mean for you?   
 

Committing to membership?  Baptism?  Serving in a ministry?  Joining a growth group?  Leading a 
growth group?  Serving the local or global community through giving and going? 

 
Closing Prayer:  
Jesus, thank you for establishing “church for the rest of us.”  We want to make a commitment to extending 
grace and hope to those around us by fully participating in your mission.  Help us to open our hearts to you and 
to those around us this week. 
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