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The church is a _________________________________________, 

not a _________________________________________________.

So you are no longer strangers and outsiders. You are citizens together 
w

ith G
od’s people. You are m

em
bers of G

od’s fam
ily.Ephesians 2:19 (N

IRV)

Tw
o are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 

If either of them
 falls dow

n, one can help the other up. But pity anyone 
w

ho falls and has no one to help them
 up.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (N
IV)

The best preparation for stum
bling is ________________________.

But don’t just listen to G
od’s w

ord. You m
ust do w

hat it says. O
therw

ise, 
you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the w

ord and don’t 
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a m

irror. You see yourself, w
alk 

aw
ay, and forget w

hat you look like.
Jam

es 1:22-24 (N
LT)
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A
ll of hum

anity w
as m

ade for ______________________.

The Church is _________________________________,

not a________________________________________. 

…
Christ loved the church and gave him

self for it to m
ake 

it belong to G
od.

Ephesians 5:25-26 (N
CV)

EastLake value: _____________________ are better than 

______________________________________________.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to 
stum

ble are bound to com
e…

.”
Luke 17:1 (N

IV)

W
hat can cause us to stum

ble?

• 
______________________.

• 
______________________.

• 
______________________.

• 
______________________. 

• 
______________________.

(N
LT) N

ew
 Living Translation                        (N

CV) N
ew

 Century Version                                          
(N

IV) N
ew

 International Version   
      (N

IRV) N
ew

 International Reader’s Version



A
ll of hum

anity w
as m

ade for CO
N

N
ECTIO

N
.

The Church is PEO
PLE, not a PLACE. 

…
Christ loved the church and gave him

self for it to m
ake 

it belong to G
od.

Ephesians 5:25-26 (N
CV)

EastLake Value: CIRCLES are better than RO
W

S.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to 
stum

ble are bound to com
e…

”
Luke 17:1 (N

IV)

W
hat can cause us to stum

ble?

• 
PEO

PLE.

• 
D

O
U

BT.

• 
W

EA
LTH

.

• 
G

O
O

D
 TIM

ES. 

• 
H

A
RD

 TIM
ES.

The church is a FA
M

ILY, not a FU
N

CTIO
N

.
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So you are no longer strangers and outsiders. You are citizens together 
w

ith G
od’s people. You are m

em
bers of G

od’s fam
ily.Ephesians 2:19 (N

IRV)

Tw
o are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 

If either of them
 falls dow

n, one can help the other up. But pity anyone 
w

ho falls and has no one to help them
 up.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (N
IV)

The best preparation for stum
bling is RELATIO

N
SH

IPS.

But don’t just listen to G
od’s w

ord. You m
ust do w

hat it says. O
therw

ise, 
you are only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the w

ord and don’t 
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a m

irror. You see yourself, w
alk 

aw
ay, and forget w

hat you look like.
Jam

es 1:22-24 (N
LT)

         January 7 & 8, 2012

(N
LT) N

ew
 Living Translation                        (N

CV) N
ew

 Century Version                                          
(N

IV) N
ew

 International Version   
      (N

IRV) N
ew

 International Reader’s Version
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Ice Breaker:   
Share one thing you did with family or friends over the holiday season that strengthened your relationships.  
Which do you think strengthens your relationships most:  fun activities or deep conversation? 
 
Opening Prayer:  
Father God, thank you for inviting us into a relationship with you and for helping us to build strong relationships 
with others. 
 
For Discussion: 
Read Ephesians 5:25-32 
This passage is often looked at from the perspective of the marriage relationship, but this weekend Pastor 
James used this passage to remind us of how much Jesus loves the church—enough to give up his own life.   

• What are some other descriptions of how Christ loves the church from this passage? 
 
This passage reminds us that Jesus sees the church as his cherished bride.   

• How do you think the average American views the church?  What words would they use to describe 
church? 

 
• What words would you use to describe your church? 

 
James said that the church is PEOPLE, not a PLACE and that we all need friends we can count on when 
difficulties come our way.   

• Share an example of when you have recently received help from a friend or when you have been able 
to help someone else face a challenging time.   

 
At EastLake Church, we work hard to make opportunities for people to connect.  However sometimes our own 
hurts, fears or negative attitudes can get in the way of us building life-giving relationships.  One of the first steps 
toward building positive relationships is to understand our relationship with God and his family. 
Read Ephesians 2:11-22 
This passage teaches us that God has done the work needed to reconcile our relationship with him and to 
invite us into his family.  Knowing that we are beloved members of his family helps us to extend love to others. 
  

• What kinds of things can hold you back from building great relationships? 
• What kinds of things can bring problems and divisions into relationships? 

 
Last weekend Pastor Ryan encouraged us to seek reconciliation in 2012.   

• Is there someone God has been prompting you to reconcile with?   
• What steps can you take this week to begin a process of reconciliation? 

   
Closing Prayer:  
Jesus, thank you for making us a part of your forever family!  Help us to grow in our understanding of your love 
for us and then to extend that love to those around us. 
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